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you have to do is not to recognize the Government's authority.
This is called peaceful revolution or new birth. The people have
merely to examine their hearts. The way in which the munici-
palities have functioned till now only shows that, really speaking,
the people have taken no interest in their work. All sorts of men
got into them in the name of the people and served only them-
selves or the Government* I do not mean that the people did not
benefit at all from such municipalities. They have got street lights,
their latrines are kept clean, and they have also received medical
facilities. Yet the people have not come to feel that the munici^
palities are their own. The people of Ahmedabad never came to
look upon the Municipality's income as their own, as they do the
mahajans1. The members hardly took interest in its meetings. Now
in all the three cities they have started attending meetings and taking
keen interest in the proceedings. They have not acquired full
self-confidence as yet, else they would be masters of the entire
administration. The only difference is that today, if the people do
not pay taxes, action can be taken against them while, after the
control of the Government has disappeared, they may pay only if
they choose. Only taxes paid in this way are paid voluntarily.
We are no strangers to such a tradition. Till recently, we
used to pay our community levies with pleasure. We pay the
mahajans* taxes first. Only, there was no political awakening till
now; people did not take interest in that field. Unlike now, men of
affairs of all communities did not take up such work. When all
communities start taking interest in it, swaraj will be a certainty,
without our making the slightest effort for it. There is oppression
only when a few desire to rule the many. This is a general rule.
The many do not have to coerce a few, or the subtle violence implicit
in the very fact of a majority suffices for the purpose. India is the
only country in which the mass of the people, though they have
become conscious, regard themselves as weak.
Is there anything which these municipalities cannot do ? Are
we not capable of looking after the lighting of our cities, their
streets, latrines, homes for the disabled, etc. ? Who kept the latrines
of Khadi Nagar clean? Who built the township, planned roads in it,
set up catering arrangements, provided for medical attendance and
guarded the huts at night? Who controlled all that traffic there?
Reckon up in terms of time, work and the number of men, and you
will get the measure of swaraj achieved. We ourselves assume,
1 Traditional representative bodies looking after the affairs of a comm-
unity or a professional or business group